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The War of 1812
	This was a war that was fought between two major countries; Great Britain and the young developing country United States. This was is always referred to as the “Forgotten War” since in the American history there have been so many major wars like the American Civil war and the American Revolutionary. Though not a major war in the United States history, it marked a very significant mark in their calendar. This was their first time to declare war on another country (Great Britain). This came as a frustration from the British activities that even after the independence war the British wanted to still be involved directly in the United States affair. The United States declared the War on June 18th, 1912 under the then president James Madison. It was fought on both the land and the seas battle. It came to an end on February 17th, 1815 by the signing and ratification of the Ghent Treaty. In order to have a clear understanding of the same, literature will investigate how the actions of the British lead to the war of 1812.
Causes of the War
Trade
	Napoleon’s France and Great Britain involved themselves in a serious disagreement which took place in the year 1803. Great Britain was so determined to win the conflict and in order to do that they had to cut off all supplies and links that were connected with France (Draper, 2017). This act was going to directly destruct the American Exportations of goods to France, hence deeply interfering with their business and their economic status. Americans were not pleased with this act.
	The International law of trade stated that neutral countries could trade with whoever they wished to do business with and whichever country they decided to have trade links with. Due to this Americans felt that Great Britain violated their international trade rights and to solve this problem, they introduced a number of restrictive trade measure, for example, the embargoes (an official trade ban with other countries) which could see the Americans retain their economic health. The embargo was going to be created with the aim of creating a cold war and reducing the chances of a full bloody war between the countries involved within the trade (Rummel, 2017).
	According to Cress (2017), the USA congress sat down in December of the year 1807 they passed the Embargo, which resulted in all the Americans Ships to travel to the other countries with their exports. The following year, the Americans exports reduced by a large percentage which meant a knock in their economy. The Embargo brought the USA to a real state problem, which could even see their economy drop more and more. This did not only affect the Americans but also the British by some percentage. This act made the British kick in their battle with Napoleon’s France (Draper, 2017). The Americans saw no need of the Embargo and introduced the Non-Intercourse Act Instead.
	The new Act introduced only meant a ban between two countries (Great Britain and France) and allowed a smooth trade with the remaining countries. The British were so furious with the United States. They then kidnapped sailors from America to increase their manpower, which saw the eruption of the 1812 war between them and the USA.
Impressment
	Impressment is the act of capturing strong men and forcing them into the naval service. Draper (2017) posits that the Americans were now tired and frustrated by the British act of impressment. The British used to go and board the American ships and take the sailors to which they gave claims that were of the British Citizens. Their claims to some points were right, but the so-called “British-Citizens” had already become naturalized Americans and had adopted their culture and everything of the United States. 
	The Americans and its fourth President James Madison saw this practice as inhuman and a denial of a person’s liberty as it was documented in the “Declaration of Independence”. This act of impressment caused tension between the countries since the British were not in the will of letting go of their inhuman act to the American sailors. During this era, most British seamen opted to work in American ships, because they offered so much better pays and good working conditions (Cress, 2017). They then became naturalized Americans and adopted much of their cultures. This frustrated the British more and they couldn’t bear losing their citizen. They then brought a claim that stated, “No subject in their country was able to change his citizenship no matter what.” This even brought more and more frustrations, huge anger and a greater tension between the United States and Great Britain.
	In 1807, there was a very heated situation whereby; in Virginia, an American ship was attacked by a British warship and bullets were sprayed on the American warship. The British did this with an aim to find the deserts from the Royal Navy. They managed to find four men and impressed all of them. Surprisingly, only one was of a British Citizen. This incidence made the American People so furious with their president, Thomas Jefferson giving remarks like, since the revolutionary war he had seen the USA in a state of anger, fury, annoyance, and vexation like that time (McCranie, 2018). The war was seen to be drawing even closer and closer since the tension was almost reaching at its peak.
Expansion
	American desire to expand their territories to make their country bigger also gave a reason for the rise of the 1812 war. Rummel (2017) argue that the United States wanted to bring places like Illinois, Michigan, and Indiana under its influence and control. The stated places were not ready to be put under the control of the United States and gave a strong resistance towards the same because they wanted to keep off their lands from the colonial rules. The British saw an opportunity in this kind of situation and decided to support the places by giving them military support and unlimited supplies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The British were also still protecting their possessed land “Canada”. The USA defeated the Native Americans and onto their realization was the weapons left behind, which were British produced (McCranie, 2018). This confirmed to them the British involvement in the war. Americans calculated all their moves and only saw the last option was to declare war on Britain. The then President, James Madison, spoke with the Congress about Britain plus all they had done and on 18th   of June 1812, the American declared their first war on a country (Great Britain).
	In summation, having discussed how the actions of the British lead to the war of 1812, it is evident that the causes of the war were so petty and simple. The USA was greedy and wanted all by herself by trying to conquer the places around it. The British on the other side was jealous of the United States how it prospered in its business and how it was growing and trading with other states, for example, France. These differences brought about envy and hate which resulted in that war of 1812.
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